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Robertson became secretary-treasurer 
for the Los Angeles County Federation 
of Labor, AFL–CIO. Under his leader-
ship, The Los Angeles County Federa-
tion of Labor saw phenomenal growth. 
He coordinated many successful labor 
rights victories and spent a great deal 
of time building the labor movement 
and fighting for fairness and equality. 
In addition to his efforts to further the 
labor movement, Bill Robertson took 
steps to assist the city of Los Angeles’ 
homeless population. In the winter of 
1985, the city of Los Angeles had au-
thorized a temporary tent shelter to be 
erected for the city’s homeless popu-
lation. Bill Robertson found this solu-
tion to be inadequate and successfully 
persuaded then Mayor Tom Bradley to 
authorize construction of a temporary 
structure to house the 138-bed shelter. 
Bill Robertson rallied volunteer labor-
ers and secured union funds to buy the 
construction materials. 

Bill also played a major role in bring-
ing prominence and recognition to the 
city of Los Angeles. In addition to as-
sisting city officials with securing the 
rights to host the 1984 Olympic Games, 
Bill also played a pivotal role in estab-
lishing a home for a professional foot-
ball team in Los Angeles. It was 
through his role as chief negotiator in 
the $6.7-million deal in 1980 that 
brought the Raiders football team from 
Oakland to the Los Angeles Coliseum. 
Bill Robertson considered this achieve-
ment as one of the proudest of his ca-
reer. 

I invite all of my colleagues to join 
me and the many members of the labor 
community in recognizing and hon-
oring Bill Robertson for his guidance 
and lifelong effort in fighting to im-
prove the lives of working people. He is 
survived by his wife, Dresden Graham 
Robertson; his two sons, William and 
Robert; three grandchildren; and four 
great-grandchildren.∑ 
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IN MEMORY OF JUDGE WILLIAM 
MATTHEW BYRNE, JR. 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am 
deeply saddened to inform you of the 
passing of Judge William Matthew 
Byrne, Jr. I would like to take a few 
moments to recognize Judge Byrne’s 
many important accomplishments and 
the tremendous impact he made on the 
judicial system. 

William Byrne was born in East Los 
Angeles in 1930 and attended Loyola 
High School and the University of 
Southern California. Before becoming a 
Federal prosecutor in Los Angeles, he 
served as a judge advocate from 1956 to 
1958 in the U.S. Air Force. In 1967, he 
was appointed as U.S. attorney by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. In 1970, 
when President Richard Nixon created 
the President’s Commission on Campus 
Unrest, he chose William Byrne as its 
executive director. 

Byrne became the youngest judge 
ever appointed to the Federal bench 
when he was confirmed in 1971 at age 
40, and he served as the Central Dis-

trict’s chief judge from 1994 to 1998. In 
more than 30 years of service on the 
Federal bench, Judge Byrne had the op-
portunity to handle many cases. He is, 
however, best known for presiding over 
the Pentagon Papers case, which was 
assigned to him just 2 years after his 
confirmation as a Federal judge. The 
Pentagon Papers case involved mili-
tary analyst Daniel Ellsberg and co-de-
fendant Anthony J. Russo, Jr. who 
were indicted on 12 Federal counts, in-
cluding conspiracy, theft of Govern-
ment property, and espionage after an 
unauthorized release of a secret study 
of U.S. involvement in the Vietnam 
War. Judge Byrne dismissed the case in 
1973 after ruling that it was the Gov-
ernment that was guilty of mis-
conduct. 

I invite all of my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing and honoring Judge 
William Matthew Byrne, Jr., for his 
long and distinguished service to our 
country.∑ 
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AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Woodson Kindergarten 
Center, in Austin, MN, which recently 
earned an Award for Excellence in Edu-
cation for its exceptional and innova-
tive achievements in educating chil-
dren. 

The Woodson Kindergarten Center, 
which is funded by Austin Public 
Schools, is truly a model of edu-
cational success. The district recog-
nized the advantages of joining to-
gether all of its kindergarteners in a 
single building. This made economic 
sense and also improved the students’ 
experience, allowing all kindergarten 
teachers and specialists to work to-
gether and to benefit from the exper-
tise each person brought to the team. 
Currently, 390 children attend Woodson 
Kindergarten Center, which provides 
special education services and English 
language learner services for children 
of all ages. 

At Woodson Kindergarten, students 
are grouped for reading and math based 
on skill level. A student who has not 
mastered all of the skills needed for 
first grade attends 6 weeks of summer 
school. Woodson emphasizes reading to 
children in school and at home and also 
focuses throughout the day on building 
children’s social skills, including con-
flict resolution. 

Woodson Kindergarten Center better 
prepares students for first grade and 
provides a stronger foundation for at- 
risk children. Its full-day curriculum 
offers more time for hands-on dis-
covery, for experimenting and making 
mistakes, for reading the whole story, 
and for richer, more developmentally 
appropriate learning. 

Much of the credit for Woodson Kin-
dergarten Center’s success belongs to 
its principal, Jean McDermott, and her 
dedicated teachers. The staff at Wood-
son Kindergarten Center understand 
that, in order to be successful, a school 

must go beyond achieving academic 
success; it must provide a nurturing 
environment where students develop 
the knowledge, skills and attitudes for 
a lifetime of success. All of the faculty, 
staff, and students at the Woodson Kin-
dergarten Center should be very proud 
of their accomplishments. 

I congratulate Woodson Kindergarten 
Center in Austin, MN, for winning the 
Award for Excellence in Education and 
for its exceptional contributions to 
education in Minnesota.∑ 
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AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Dakota Meadows Mid-
dle School, in North Mankato, MN, 
which recently earned an Award for 
Excellence in Education for its excep-
tional and innovative achievements in 
educating children. 

Dakota Meadows Middle School is 
truly a model of educational success. 
One hundred of the school’s eighth- 
grade art students have created a glass 
mosaic, measuring 3 feet by 24 feet, for 
the school’s media center. The project 
was financed by the Prairie Ecology 
Bus Center. The overall design, based 
on nature, correlates with the Dakota 
Meadows Middle School Ecology cur-
riculum, and includes images of fish, 
birds, and sky. I had the honor to be 
present at the school for the official 
unveiling, and found it to be an awe in-
spiring piece. 

The glass mosaic medium was chosen 
to introduce the students to an ancient 
medium. The mosaic’s dimensions al-
lowed each student to make a unique 
contribution toward an artistic work of 
lasting beauty. 

Much of the credit for Dakota Mead-
ows Middle School’s success belongs to 
its principal, Shane Baier, and his dedi-
cated teachers. The school and its art-
ist in residence, Dr. Arnoldus Gruter, 
made it possible for the students to 
produce their own work of art, which is 
also their legacy to the school. The 
students and staff at Dakota Meadows 
Middle School understand that, in 
order to be successful, a school must go 
beyond achieving academic success; it 
must also provide a nurturing environ-
ment where students develop the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes for a 
lifetime of success. All of the faculty, 
staff, and students at Dakota Meadows 
Middle School should be very proud of 
their accomplishments. 

I congratulate Dakota Meadows Mid-
dle School in North Mankato, MN, for 
winning the Award for Excellence in 
Education and for its exceptional con-
tributions to education in Minnesota.∑ 
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AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDU-
CATION PRESENTED TO MAN-
KATO WEST HIGH SCHOOL, 
YOUTH SERVICE LEARNING 
CLASS, MANKATO, MINNESOTA 

∑ Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, today I 
honor last fall’s Youth Service Learn-
ing class, at Mankato West High 
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